ROMANIZATION SYSTEM FOR OSSETIAN
BGN/PCGN 2009 System

The BGN/PCGN system for Ossetian is designed for use in romanizing names
written in the Ossetian Cyrillic alphabet. Ossetian is a member of the north-eastern Iranian
language group and has over half a million speakers. It has principally been written in a
modified Cyrillic alphabet though a Roman alphabet was used between 1923 and 1938.
The BGN/PCGN Romanization System is derived from the correspondences between that
Roman alphabet and the Cyrillic alphabet used for Ossetian today, with modifications to suit
an English-language user.
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! Formerly /ph/ in the Ossetian Roman-script alphabet
2 Formerly /th/ in the Ossetian Roman-script alphabet
% Formerly /h/ in the Ossetian Roman-script alphabet
* Formerly /dZ/ in the Ossetian Roman-script alphabet
® Formerly /x/ in the Ossetian Roman-script alphabet
® Formerly /c/ in the Ossetian Roman-script alphabet
" Formerly /ch/ in the Ossetian Roman-script alphabet
& Formerly /&/ in the Ossetian Roman-script alphabet
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The characters é, x, W, W, b, b, 9, 10, 4 appear only in loan words and their
romanizations in the Ossetian System are therefore as they appear in the BGN/PCGN
Romanization System for Russian Cyrillic.

Y has several different functions:

In combination with another vowel (either preceding or following) VY is a ‘semi-

vowel’ and should be romanized ‘W’ [e.g. [J3ay — Dzaw (=Java)]

Y also serves to labialize the consonants I', I'b,, K, Kb, X and Xb and should also
be romanized ‘W’ after each of these [e.g. [ybIpO3b1 — Gwyrdzy (=Georgia)]

elsewhere Y should be romanized ‘U’
(=Republic)].

[e.g. Pecnybnukae — Respublikse

b should be represented with ”, except as it occurs in the digraph combinations
b, Kb, Mb, Th, Xb OF Yb representing the glottal consonants as shown separately in the

® Formerly /&h/ in the Ossetian Roman-script alphabet
% Formerly /j/ in the Ossetian Roman-script alphabet
" Formerly /kh/ in the Ossetian Roman-script alphabet




