the Kabardian Cyrillic alphabet.

ROMANIZATION SYSTEM FOR KABARDIAN

BGN/PCGN 2011 System

The BGN/PCGN system for Kabardian is designed for use in romanizing names written in
Kabardian, of the north-western Caucasian language family, is

principally spoken in Russia’s republics of Kabardino-Balkariya and Karachayevo-Cherkesiya and has
been written in a modified Cyrillic script since 1936. Also known as East Circassian®, Kabardian is, as
other languages of this family, notable for its rich density of consonant phonemes (most
commentators agree on an inventory of 47 or 48) and corresponding paucity of vowels. Given the
language’s phonological complexity, Kabardian letters have been addressed in the romanizations
below as per their articulation, rather than necessarily reflecting their orthography or the
BGN/PCGN romanization of Russian Cyrillic: specifically glottalised consonants have been marked

Kabardian

with an apostrophe, and labialized consonants with /w/.

Romanization -

Kabardian

Romanization

a A a a 17 u u H u i
2 3 3 3 E} i 18 " it H i y
3 b 6 b 6 b 19 K K K K k
4 B B B 8 v 20 Ky Ky Ky Ky kw
5 r r r 2 g 21 KI KI KI | «I Kk’
6 Iy ry Iy 2y gw 22 Kly Kly Kk Kly kw’
7 I's I'b s 25 gh 23 Kb Kb Ko Ko q’
8 ['vy | By | Tey | 2wy ghw 24 Kby | xby | Koy | kwy qw’
9 i i i 0 d 25 Kxb | kxp | Kxo | Kxo q
10 Jx JK Ao daic j 26 | Kxby | kxby | Kxay | Kxay qw
11 3 I3 /3 03 dz 27 Jl J J i 1
12 E e E e e 28 JIb b JI® A% Ih
13 E é E é é 29 JiI al Al | al r
14 K K X HC zh 30 M M M M m
15 Ko Xb Kb JHCBb z 31 H H H H n
16 3 3 3 3 z 32 0 0 0 o 0

! West Circassian, or Adghye, is sufficiently different to be regarded a separate language.




Romanization .

Kabardian LELE RN Romanization
34 | 1Ml nl I nl P’ 48 LI ul I ul ts’
35 P p P p r 49 4 q q y ch
36 C c C c s 50 il il i w sh
37 T T T m t 51 1] i aj w $
38 TI Tl TI ml t 52 I ] ur | wl s
39 | vy y y y w, u' 53 b b b ® 2
40 | @ ) @ ) f 54 bl bl bl bl Y
41 | @I | @I | of | ¢f f 55 b b b b 2
42 X X X X kh 56 10 10 0 0 yu
43 Xy Xy Xy xy khw 57 A E§ A A ya
44 | Xb Xb Xo Xb h 58 I I / I/ ’
45 Xb Xb Xo X® X 59 Iy Iy Y% )% W
46 | Xby | xbBY | Xoy | Xx®Y XW

NOTES
1. Y should be romanized as /w/ or /u/ according to context: /w/ should be used word-
initially, and /u/ used elsewhere.
2. The characters b, bl & b (except as they occur in character combinations addressed

elsewhere in the table) appear only in Russian loan words, and are thus romanized in the

same style as in the BGN/PCGN Romanization System for Russian.



